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of the wound to remove all source of continued
intoxication, and of conserving the strength of the
patient in the hope that the morbid process caused
by the toxin already in the nerve cells may be
overcome (Jour. A. M. A., April 11, 1914, p. 1174).
SALVARSAN THERAPY.-Wechselmann holds

that the cases of salvarsan fatalities from enceph-
alitis hemorrhagica were due to uremia, re5ulting
from the irritation of the kidneys, in most cases
damaged by administration of mercury. On the
basis of this theory he argues for a pure salvarsan
therapy in place of the generally combined mercury
and arsenic treatment. He warns that salvarsan
should be administered only 4fter due consideration
of the dose indicated and of the determination of
absence of contraindications. No one can dispute
that nearly all the deaths from salvarsan have
been caused by its indiscriminate use, either in
the face of contraindications or too large or too
frequent dosage (Jour. A. M. A., April 11, 1914,
p. 1175).
THE HYPOPHOSPHITE FALLACY.-The

hypophosphites were introduced by Dr. Churchill
as a specific remedy for consumption on the theory,
since proven incorrect, that phthisis was due to
a lack of oxygen in the tissues. On the supposi-'
tion that hypophosphites were oxidized in the body,
he presumed them to be a source of energy for
the nervous system. Not only does the evidence
indicate that in consumption there is an increase
of oxidation, but there is no evidence that phos-
phorus acts as an energizer of oxidation and
further, there is no proof that the hypophosphites
enter into general metabolism. Not only is there
no evidence of the utility of hypophosphites but
it has long ago been demonstrated that they are
excreted unchanged. While the discredited hypo-
phosphite theory is no longer contained in text-
books, the fallacy is kept alive by proprietary
interests, and physicians who depend for their
therapeutics on the "literature" of proprietary
concerns, still ernnlov the hynonhosphites (Jour.
A. M. A., April 25, 1914, p. 1346).

SALVARSAN IN EROSIVE BALANITIS.
ANSTRUTHER DAVIDSON, M. D., Los Angeles.

Erosive balanitis is not at all uncommon in this
city, but many practitioners continue to class it
as chancroid. The recommended methods of treat-
ment-slitting up the foreskin when required, bath-
ing with peroxide of hydrogen, etc.-are absolute-
ly useless in many cases as the numerous fatalities
show.
As this disease is in part a spirochetal affection

I have for the last year been using salvarsan in-
travenously, just as in syphilis. In some cases the
resultant cure has been almost magical in its
rapidity; a few seemed to be unaffected by it, and
in one case seen two weeks before death, it was
apparently of no benefit. I wish those who have
an opportunity would try this and record the result
in this Journal.

A CONSERVATION OF VISION CAMPAIGN,
WITH A REQUEST FOR CO-OPERATION.
For some t-ime now the American Medical As-

sociation, through a special Conservation of Vision
Sub-committee of the Council on Public Health of
the A. M. A., has been striving to initiate through-
out the United States a campaign of education,
having for its end object the education of the
people concerning the great necessity for proper
work in the conservation of vision.
The undersigned has been requested by the A.

M. A. Conservation of Vision Committee to take
charge of the lecture work in California.
At the Santa Barbara meeting of the Medical

Society of the State of California, the State Com-
mittee on the Conservation of Vision was consoli-
dated with this A. M. A. Committee.
By addressing the Conservation of Vision Com-

mittee of the American Medical Association, 535
N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill., all who are inter-
ested can obtain copies of the literature that has
been put out on this subject.
An invitation is herewith extended to all eye

specialists in the state, or general practitioners
who are interested in public health matters, to
co-operate in this campaign of Conservation of
Vision in California.

It is the purpose to present lectures before
women's clubs, parent-teachers' school associations,
and other organizations interested in the conser-
vation of the public health.

It is hoped that the eye specialists, who should
be particularly interested in this work, will co-
operate in California as they have in other States,
so as to show a good report for California in this
propaganda.
The undersigned will be glad to correspond and

give further information to all members of the
profession who are interested.

Very truly,
GEORGE H. KRESS,

Chairman of the State Medical Society Com-
mittee on Conservation of Vision.

245 Bradbury Bldg., Los Angeles, Cal.
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